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laid out, often swampy paths narrowly limited the influx of the public - especially 
ladies. With the founding of the Union Klub, this problem was immediately on the 
agenda: the search for "a better place" began without delay; and it was found, 
with a station on the "Ostbahn," northeast of Berlin: Hoppegarten (a name deriving 
from the cultivation of hops). The wealthy club members generously expanded this 
venue, and it became the headquarters of modern German equestrian sport. In addi­
tion to the previous goals of the racing events - rational improvement of horse breed­
ing and representation of the importance of court, state, military and agriculture -
the club now came to pursue new sports functions: training, betting, the buying 
and selling of horses onsite, status representation, communication between the so­
cial classes, arousal of curiosity, entertainment, thrills and star cult, recreation and 
the experience of nature and the landscape. 

The abundance of movements and encounters that resulted from this, but also 
the rapidly growing demands of the mass audience, which was increasingly "joining 
the game," necessitated a new, versatile space and building concept for the racetrack 
facilities. The design of racetracks -with large stables and adjoining stud farm increas­
ingly became a task of intemationally renowned architects, whose facilities modeled 
on Ascot, Newmarket, Chantilly, Bois de Boulogne and the like became increasingly 
demanding, but above all more and more numerous in Berlin. 

· In short: before 1914, there were already eight equestrian sports clubs in Berlin
and .the surrounding area, each with its own facilities, competing in size and repre­
sentative design and unparalleled in Germany. In 1867, Hoppegarten, then "the larg­
est track in the Reich" on an enormous 780 hectares, had set the first high standard. 
But in 1909, the Union Klub and the Verein für Hindernisrennen [Obstacle Race Club] 
based in Karlshorst near Berlin, built the "most beautiful track in the world" (Wil­
helm II) based on English and French models in the Grunewald near the recently 
completed villa district of the same name on only' 70 hectares of expensive land. 

Designed by the famous architect Otto March (builder of the Olympic Stadium of 
1916), "Grunewald" comprised an ensemble of several racing tracks set in an artisti­
cally designed landscape of meadows, paths, woods, hills, lakes and obstacle hedg­
es. The ensemble was surrounded by an audience room with main and secondary 
grandstands and an exclusive grandstand for the members of the club, which led 
via an open staircase to the Kaiser Pavilion with vestibule and colonnade on the 
one hand, and to the tea house with.ladies' pavilion and show terrace .on the 
other. For the arrival of the old and new elites at the racetrack - besides the station 
for the masses of visitors - a representative "driveway" was reserved, with separate 
parking spaces for carriages and cars. To mingle with the audience - to bathe in the 
crowd - there was a large promenade behind the grandstands. Tue. paddock with 
scale, the round walk for pre-race inspection of the horses and the auction place 
served the curiosity of all. For the enthusiastic audience (the members of the club 
preferred to bet "discreetly" in their clubhouse), the totalizer and the ticket offices 
were connected to each other and to the city's betting offices via a "pneumatic 
tube system" for the fastest possible transmission of betting and racing results to 
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